
 
Review
Author(s): Fredrick B. Pike
Review by: Fredrick B. Pike
Source: The Hispanic American Historical Review, Vol. 69, No. 3 (Aug., 1989), pp. 600-601
Published by: Duke University Press
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2516344
Accessed: 26-06-2016 02:15 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Duke University Press is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Hispanic
American Historical Review

This content downloaded from 132.239.1.230 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 02:15:18 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



This content downloaded from 132.239.1.230 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 02:15:18 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 BOOK REVIEWS I INDEPENDENCE AND NATIONAL PERIOD 6oi

 the craving of humble Peruvians for economic liberty to complement the political

 freedom they seek.

 Here is a work that, while certainly acknowledging grounds for pessimism,

 maintains an overall optimism that Peru, having become a nation, often in spite

 of the state, will remain one, despite, rather than because of, the state. Iwasaki's

 thoughtful book may be a straw in the wind indicating that in Peru, as throughout

 much of the world, Marxism is losing ground to an eclectic ideology that rejects

 Leninism and prizes human freedom: economic, political, and religious.

 Gainesville, Florida FREDRICK B. PIKE

 La iglesia en el Peru. Su historia social desde la independencia. By JEFFREY

 KLAIBER, S.J. Lima: Fondo Editorial de la Pontificia Universidad Cat6lica del

 Peru, 1987. Bibliography. Index. Pp. 530. Paper.

 In 1820 on the eve of independence from Spain, some 2,000,000 people lived

 in Peru and despite the efforts of Bourbon reformers during the previous decades

 there were still some 3,000 priests in the country. By 1984, the population grew

 to around i8,ooo,ooo but the number of priests had shrunk to 2,265. So, for the

 church, this was not the heroic age of spiritual conquest or great construction but,

 rather, a long period of retreat and retrenchment. Liberal and Marxist historians

 both agree that this was a good thing, and have not spent much time on the

 history of decline, preferring, along with many others, to focus on the militant

 church of the sixteenth century and post-Vatican II and leave the rest of church

 history to its detractors. Jeffrey Klaiber, a North American Jesuit who teaches in

 Peru and is well known for his earlier work on the church, is consequently one of

 the few fair-minded, analytical historians working on nineteenth-century Peruvian

 ecclesiastical history.

 Another Jesuit, a good friend, once patiently explained to me that the work

 of the Catholic church need not be seen in black and white; rather, if one looked

 at its entire history, perhaps 51 percent of the time it was a positive social force

 in the world. And that, he added, was good enough for him. Father Klaiber

 seems to share this opinion, for, in his long and detailed narrative (which at times

 becomes an informative catalogue of church policy and institutions), the clerics

 are not always on the angels' side.

 Through an examination of pastoral letters, Klaiber is able to show "a clear and

 defined defense of the Indians against the exploitation everywhere present in the

 countryside," a defense he describes as a kind of ecclesiastical indigenismo parallel

 to the liberal version (p. 260). Nor was the venal and grasping priest of vivid

 liberal imagination an accurate portrayal of hundreds of responsible and devoted

 clerics. But it is also true that the church in the nineteenth century and much of
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